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THE MAYFLOVVER 
COMPACT 
1620 
There is much known about the Pilgrims, their journey, 
and their hardships. Landing at the tip of Cape Cod in-
stead of their intended Virginia, the settlers were forced 
to make a decision about how they were going to coexist. 
While they had permission from the King to settle in a 
different location, landing here, and staying, compelled 
them to form their own body politic, which they did. The 
male passengers signed the following document, binding 
themselves together and, in a sense, making the colony 
more democratic than their homeland. 
I n the name of God, Amen. We, whose names are underwritten, the Loyal Subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord King James, by the Grace of 
God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. 
Having undertaken for the Glory of God, and Advancement of the Chris-
tian Faith, and the Honor of our King and Country, a Voyage to plant 
the first Colony in the northern Parts of Virginia; Do by these Presents, 
solemnly and mutually, in the Presence of God and one another, covenant 
9 
1 0  T H E  M A Y F L O W E R  C O M P A C T  
a n d  c o m b i n e  o u r s e l v e s  t o g e t h e r  i n t o  a  c i v i l  B o d y  P o l i t i c k ,  f o r  o u r  b e t t e r  
O r d e r i n g  a n d  P r e s e r v a t i o n ,  a n d  F u r t h e r a n c e  o f  t h e  E n d s  a f o r e s a i d :  A n d  
b y  V i r t u e  h e r e o f  d o  e n a c t ,  c o n s t i t u t e ,  a n d  f r a m e ,  s u c h  j u s t  a n d  e q u a l  L a w s ,  
O r d i n a n c e s ,  A c t s ,  C o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a n d  O f f i c e r s ,  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  a s  s h a l l  
b e  t h o u g h t  m o s t  m e e t  a n d  c o n v e n i e n t  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  G o o d  o f  t h e  C o l o n y ;  
u n t o  w h i c h  w e  p r o m i s e  a l l  d u e  S u b m i s s i o n  a n d  O b e d i e n c e .  I N  W I T N E S S  
w h e r e o f  w e  h a v e  h e r e u n t o  s u b s c r i b e d  o u r  n a m e s  a t  C a p e - C o d  t h e  e l e v -
e n t h  o f  N o v e m b e r ,  i n  t h e  R e i g n  o f  o u r  S o v e r e i g n  L o r d  K i n g  J a m e s ,  o f  E n g -
l a n d ,  F r a n c e ,  a n d  I r e l a n d ,  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h ,  a n d  o f  S c o t l a n d  t h e  f i f t y - f o u r t h ,  
A n n o  D o m i n i ;  1 6 2 0 .  
